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CORI: One year later, 
controversy still looms 


By GEORGE WARD 
Editor 


One year following the implementation 
of the Criminal Offender Records Inquiry 
(CORI) policy at NECC, the process has been 
refined, but a pending federal court case 
could make matters more complicated. 

Last year, the CORI checks were initiated 
to prevent students with criminal offenses 
from working with disabled and mentally 
retarded patients at their clinical affilia- 
tions. 

The majorcontroversy that erupted from 
the checks was the lack of notification to 
students about these checks, and the time- 
liness of these checks, in which some stu- 
dents were one clinical practice away from 
completing their certificates or degrees. 

This year’s process went much smoother 
and the level of notification to students 
improved, said Steve Sullivan, director of 
admissions. 

Unlike last year, students applying for 
classes with clinical affiliations were noti- 


fied of the necessity for a CORI check start- 
ing July 1. 

As students enrolled in these classes, a 
CORI request form was sent out to them. 
Every two weeks a new set of forms was 
sent out to students in these classes as 
enrollment grew. 

If the CORI request form was not re- 
turned by a certain time, a second form was 
sent out, with a letter stating that if the 
form was not filled out and returned to the 
admissions office, the student would not be 
allowed to enter the clinical affiliation. 

There was even a provision given to 
these students that if they sent in the form, 
they would be allowed to start while the 
CORI board was gathering results. 

One problem identified by Sullivan was 
the reluctance of some students who 
thought they would be disqualified based 
on the CORI to apply to the program or 
necessary Classes. 

Sullivan said the process runs on a level 
of anonymity so that students that end with 


See CORI, page 5 


President delivers second annual speech 


By GEORGE WARD 
Editor 


The advancement of the President’s five- 
year strategic planning program was the 
main focus of the President David Hartleb’s 
second annual State of the College address. 

Hartleb began his speech briefly acknowl- 
edging the college’s completion and success in 
the NEASC self study and visiting team, and said 
the report from the visiting team should be 
available on or before Dec. 6. 

The bulk of the speech then addressed the 
eight priorities listed in the strategic planning 
program implemented two years ago. 

He praised the beginnings of the capital 
campaign, in which the college hopes to raise 
funds to help match state money for what 
Hartleb referred to as the new technology 
center. The state will give the college $7 million 
for the new building as long as the college can 
raise $2 million of its own money. 

Hartleb also hopes to secure state funds for 
anew building in Lawrence, which is soon to be 
built or bought for the expanding needs of that 
campus. Some of the other funds raised in the 
capital campaign will go toward scholarships. 
_ Hartleb also praised the cultural and cur- 
Ticular development at the college in the last 
two years, and he said the faculty development 
had greatly improved. 
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The development of the Lawrence area and 
the programs based on that campus are im- 
proving and that enrollment is up, he said. 

The overall enrollment at NECC is up, with 
the headcount up 3.2 percent and the full-time 
enrollment is up 2.4 percent. Enrollment in 
certain areas, such as minority students had 
grown significantly over five years. 

The Lifelong Learning program and adult 
credit for life experience area of the college has 
also grown. 

Technology on the campus has improved 
with more new computer labs this year, mak- 
ing the number of student computer labs to 
16. All other computers were also upgraded to 
become more up to date. 

At the end of the formal speech, Hartleb 
opened up for questions, with many of the 
faculty members present posing questions 
about the enrollment figures and certain pro- 
grams. 

The final question of the session concerned 
the removal of the words “fine arts” from the 
description of the new technology center for 
which the capital campaign is raising funds. 

Hartleb flat out stated that NECC's hired 
consulting firm said it is near impossible to 
raise money for the arts, and, consequently, 
the college dropped “fine arts” in order to 
optimize the amount of money it can raise for 
the project. 


Sen. Kennedy 
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CEO Feurstein says 
businesses profit 
from strong ethics 


Pedro William photo 


CREAM OF THE CROP: The Observer staff proudly displays awards won at 79th 
annual National College Media Convention 


Observer continues 
winning legacy 


® Student newspaper 
receives national 
Pacemaker for 10th year 


By ED HUDSON 
News Editor 


t the 79th annual National College 
Aw Convention, the NECC Ob 

server won yet another Pacemaker 
award. 

Pacemaker awards, considered by 
many to be the top prize in college jour- 
nalism, were presented by the Associated 
Collegiate Press (ACP) to the best student 
newspapers, magazines, yearbooks and 
online news sites. 

“You can never tell whether you are 
going to win or not. It is a really tough 
thing to know,” said George Ward, Ob- 
server editor. “You would love to know 
going in, but you never do. All you can do 
is just hope.” 

He said it was a feeling of, “nervous- 
ness that I cannot possibly describe in 
words,” when describing how he felt be- 
fore the award was announced. 


11/20/00. 4:22 PM 


“Everything from the beginning ofthe 
awards until after was a blur,” he said. 
“All I remember is just staring at the 
ground and thinking to myself, ‘oh my 
God, we better win this.” 

Ward had been on staff for three se- 
mesters prior, and had been part ofa staff 
that had won a Pacemaker before. 

“It felt great before, but it felt even 
better just knowing that I was the editor 
for it.” 

It was Ward’s first time as editor last 
spring, and Camile Ducey, who has since 
graduated and now works at The Eagle- 
Tribune, was editor in Fall 1999. 

The convention, which is the largest 
of its kind in the world, took place Nov. 8 
to 12 at the Grand Hyatt hotel in Wash- 
ington D.C. It is co-sponsored each year 
by the ACP and College Media Advisers, 
an organization for those who advise and 
direct student media programs at col- 
leges and universities. 

Drawing a huge crowd and setting an 
all time high in attendance with close to 
2,800 attendees, the convention featured 
keynote speakers, trade show exhibits 
and resources, and nearly 300 workshops. 


See PACEMAKER, page 5 
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Constitutional 


test, not crisis 


® Fear mongering is 
Constitutionally protected 


The 2000 election has been, 
and continues to be, a Consti- 
tutional test, reaffirming the 
strength of that document and 
of our republic. We have a 
chance to observe our political 
machine slowly and deliber- 
ately churning out the differ- 
ences of both sides to reach a 
homogeny, without violence, 
without upheaval, without 
talks of coup or rebellion. 

What allows this to take 
place is the commonality of 
both sides sharing a frame of 
reference through the consti- 
tution. No dispute is made as 
to its validity; the disagreement 
confines itself to interpreta- 
tion. 

The 12th Amendment was 
designed more than 200 years 
ago to encounter the situation 
we now have in Florida, with 
the series of checks and re- 
checks between the electors 
and the senate’s ratification of 
theirvote. That this debate has 
a conclusion is certain. That 
we will have a president is 
without doubt. But, that he 
will be one that everyone wants 
is an impossibility. Until the 
time that a president is certi- 
fied in our country legal action 
will take the place of armed 
revolt, and teams of lawyers 
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besiege our capital, instead of 
legions of tanks. 

Too often we witness what 
political and religious differ- 
ences inflicts upon people and 
cultures in other countries. 
Ideas take root and inspire 
people to action. This ability of 
humans to believe and will 
their ideas into reality becomes 
the impetus behind the sort of 
conflicts we see in the Middle 
East and Northern Ireland, 
when force takes the place of 
debate and coercion persuades 
over logic. Without a context 
for new ideas to pass through 
and be promulgated to the 
public through open discourse, 
open violence results. 

Our Constitution is such a 
context. In it, we have the 
right to debate without legal 
recrimination, the right to 
believe without other beliefs 
forced on us, and the right to 
elect a president of our choice 
without the specter of vio- 
lence overshadowing the re- 
sults. 

Don’t believe the overac- 
tive imagination of political 
activists when they say this 
is a Constitutional crisis, 
since the only crisis would be 
the lack of a Constitution, 
this is a Constitutional exer- 
cise, and it’s in good shape. 


Visit the Observer online: 
observer.necc.mass.edu 


Award-Winning Student Newspaper 
at Northern Essex Community College 


Elliott Street, Haverhill Mass. 01830 
Editors: (978) 556-3640 Newsroom: (978) 556-3633 


Advertising: (978) 556-3634 


Fax: (978) 556-3740 


E-mail: observer@necc.mass.edu 


Fall 2000 Editorial Staff: 
Editor: George Ward 


News Editor: Ed Hudson 

Copy Editor: Lucy Miller 

Features Editor: Barbara Polletta 

Opinion Editors: O'Ryan Johnson 
and Tim Eaton 

Impulse Editor: Pete Edgerly 

A & E Editors: Nick Patrie and Mike 
Doherty 

Sports Editors: Tricia Hamblet and 
Matt Messelaar 

Photo Editor: Pedro William 

Adviser: Amy Callahan 

Ass’t Adviser: Danny Goodwin 


National Pacemaker 
Award Winner 
— Fall2000 
Associated Collegiate Press 


Printed on recycled paper by Seacoast Newspapers. Photo support by Haverhill Photo, Inc. 


ARE YOU WORRIED 
ABOUT THE ELECTORAL 
SgZ-Z 


Set Mybed, 
LL pf gag fe : 


Cafe wants to hear students' concerns 


To the editor: 


In response to the recent ar- 
ticle regarding café hours, Corpo- 
rate Chefs would like to clarify the 
schedule. Though the article stated 
that the café often closes early, 
that is not the case. 

NECC students need to know 
that there is a way to make their 
needs heard and that they will be 
listened to. 

Throughout the campus sev- 
eral yellow suggestion boxes are 
located. The Oversight Commit- 
tee, established by the college ad- 
ministrators and NECC, reviews 
all suggestions and comments 
monthly. 

This committee is made up of 
faculty, students and Corporate 
Chefs management. They meet 
regularly to discuss foodservice 
issues, 

The committee is always look- 
ing for interested students to join 
them and participate. If inter- 
ested, please contact Dina Brown 
in Student Activities. 

Corporate Chefs has enjoyed a 
long relationship with the college. 
During this tenure we have devel- 
oped a strong sense of commit- 
ment to the school’s ideals and 


Corporate Chef Hours of Operation | 


Café in Haverhill Student Center 
Breakfast: 7 a.m. - 10:30 a.m. ; 


Lunch: 10:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. 


Snacks: 1:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. 


Grill: 7 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. 


Entrees: 10:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. 


Exhibition: 10:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. (M,W, F) 
Deli: 10:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. 
Salad/Soups: 10:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. 


Jitters Café in Spurk (C Building) 
7:30 a.m. - 2 p.m. (Monday-Friday) 
5:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. (Monday - Thursday) 


principles. 

In addition, Corporate Chefs 
contributes thousands of dollars 
annually to many of the college’s 
initiatives, including student 
scholarships. We recognize the 
role we play, and we take very 
seriously any, and all, student is- 
sues. 


Please let us know any of your 
concerns. Contact us through the 
suggestion boxes, the Oversight 
Committee or simply by calling 
Jeff Carleton (Café Manager) at 
(978)-374-1345. Thank you. 


Management 
of Corporate Chefs 


Student says school spirit lacking at NECC 


To the editor: 


Where has our school spirit 
gone? Whenever there is a school 
function, besides sports, it seems 
everyone runs away. For ex- 
ample, this Halloween two dif- 
ferent clubs held two different 
activities. 

The outcome of students at 
both functions was very poor. I 
wish the students here, along 
with teachers, would get back 
into having a little fun with 
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We are vast in 
number and low in 
spirit. 


school. 

The clubs here are afraid to 
have special activities and in- 
clude students and teachers be- 
cause no one ever shows up be- 
sides a small number of people 


with spirit. We need to some- 
how bring back school spirit. 
We may be a community col 
lege, but we are vast in numbe 
and low in spirit. Just becaus 
we area community college does 
not mean we can’t have spiri 
for our activities. To the stu 
dents and faculty: don’t be scare 
or embarrassed to come out an 
have a little fun with fellow stu- 
dents and faculty. 
N 


Rob Hunter, NECC student 


— 
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Fairness & legality: the Florida ballot 


@ Election 2000 
results are no day 
at the beach in the 
sunshine state 


By O’RYAN JOHNSON 
Opinion Editor 


The first election of the twenty- 
first century is the closest race of 
our generation. The gap has been 
narrowed to the point where con- 
stituents in a few counties in 
Florida will decide the next leader 
of our country. 

Naturally the Democrats and 
Republicans aren’t eager to con- 
cede defeat, and have both squared 
off over events taking place on 
Election Day. There is one point at 
the center of the debacle where 
the contentions of both parties 
focus, the double punched ballot, 
the misunderstood ballot, the ille- 
gal ballot, the ballot. 

By generating confusion over 
the ticket and engendering doubt 
in the minds of Floridians, the 
Gore campaign is trying to claim 
victim status, but the ballot is fair, 
the ballot is legal, and the ballot is 
a public testing of Al Gore’s char- 
acter as we watch him attempt to 
loophole himself into the Oval 
Office, by virtue ofhis constituent’s 
incompetence. 

Three months prior to the Palm 
Beach County election, registered 


‘voters received the now infamous 


“Butterfly Ballot” in the mail, at 
the time no complaint was issued. 
Abi-partisan election commission 
in Palm Beach County reviewed 
the ballot, and at the time no 
complaint was issued. Prior to the 
election, the ballot was published 
in the local paper and not a single 
citizen stepped forward to com- 
plain. 

Yet after they voted, after they 
passed election officials appointed 
to answer questions, and after they 
turned in their ballot, Democrats, 
not Republicans, were, according 
to some accounts, openly weeping 
on the shoulder of Rep. Robert 
Wexler (D), who said his office 
received hundreds of phone calls, 
his email was virtually filled, and 
he was beseeched at every polling 
station by citizens who believed 
themselves to be befuddled by a 
butterfly ballot. 

Wexler, gained fame during the 
conclusion of the Monica Lewinsky 
affair and seems to be at the cen- 
ter of any Clinton and Gore crisis 
both as their spokesman and as 
the unofficial voice of the people. 
He attempted to spearhead the 
protest of over the ballot by emo- 
tionally attacking the unfairness 
of it’s design, maintaining it’s ille- 
gality, and alluding to the dark 
shadow of corrupt Republican 


forces at work, in its application. 


Wexler’s accounts and accusa- 


tions have since been reversed. 
Starting with an article published 
in the National Review, detailing 


the Democratic National 
Committee’s, hired telemarketing 
firm TeleQuest’s scripted calls to 
voters. The following are excerpts 


of that script: 


“Some voters have encountered 
a problem today with punch cast 
ballots in Palm Beach County. If 
you think you may have punched 
the wrong hole for the incorrect 
candidate, you should return to 
the polls and request that the elec- 
tion officials write down your 
name so the problem can be fixed.” 

Whether they were or were not 
perplexing, not a single Palm Beach 
voter can personally produce veri- 
fiable evidence of mis-voting, over- 
voting, or “chad” neglection. 

The private ballot will not al- 
low anything beyond speculation 
in that regard, and anything a 
person might say about their vote 
is without base. The only voting 
truth thus far is that the DNC used 
that uncertainty against the largely 
elderly population of Palm Beach 
County, by calling them at home 
and asking if they trusted their 
eye sight. 

These calls were placed after 
the Supervisor of Elections had, at 
4:00 p.m., blanketed voting sta- 
tions with a notice alerting people 
to the possibly confusing ballot. 

This means the DNC already 
knew that potential voters would 
be aware of the problem, but this 
did not stop them from taking a 
further step to shoplift votes from 
the Bush Campaign. If the callers 
encountered a person who didn’t 
vote, they were instructed to tell 
them: 

“be sure to punch Number 5 
for Gore-Lieberman,” and further 
“do not punch any other number 
as you do not want to make a 
mistake.” 

In a campaign persuasion is 
necessary, self-promotion and ag- 
grandizement are accepted, but 
these puerile tactics smack of the 
patronizing view that the Gore 
campaign and the Democratic 
Party has for the people. They 
believe that we can be duped into 
electing them, that we are so igno- 
rant and their campaign so worth- 
less, that the only way to ensure 
votes is through lies, lawyers, and 
legal maneuvering. A lesson ap- 
parently learned from previous 
administrations. But the legality 
of the ballot is a stalwart reminder 
of the absolutism of justice. 

Theresa LePore, the Supervisor 
ofElections for Palm Beach County, 
a Democrat, and the official who 
posted the confusion notice for 
voters, designed the ballot in ac- 
cordance with Title IX Chapter 
101 of the Florida State statutes 
which refers to a legal ballot as 
being “substantially the same 
form” as the one used, and listing 
the candidates with “The office of 
the President and Vice President 
joined in a single voting space.” 

This legitimacy was further 
assured by Katherine Harris, 
Florida’s Secretary of State, who 
said: 

“The Department of State has 
now reviewed the Palm Beach 
County ballot. Clay Roberts, direc- 
tor of the Division of Elections, 
and Deborah Kearney, general 
counsel for the Department of 
State, have determined that the 
design and layout of the. ballot 
does conform to the law of the 
state of Florida,” 


She also alluded to Wexler and 
several other Democratic inter- 
pretations of Florida Law, when 
she said there had been a “miscon- 
ception” that the portion of a bal- 
lot used to elect a candidate, must 
appear to the right of their names. 

Most recently, on November 
15, Harris refused to accept fur- 
ther hand re-counting of ballots, 
and through the rights of her of- 
fice she has declared that, save the 
addition of the absentee ballots, 


Florida’s numbers stand. The 
Democrats are already threaten- 
ing more legal challenges to Har- 
ris’ action, in addition to the nu- 
merous suits they filed, to further 
encumber our over-burdened sys- 
tem. 

Harris has been acting on pre- 
cedent and statute, while the Gore 
Campaign has been trolling the 
murky depths of the quasi-legal 
and quasi-constitutional. The Re- 
publicans have sought resolution 


T THINK DEMOCRATS SHOULD 
APOLOGIZE FOR REVEALING 
THE DRUNKEN PRIVING ARREST 
IT AAD KEPT HIDDEN... 


while the Democrats have fostered 

divisions. The Republicans have 
stated they seek conclusion, re- 
gardless of personal outcome, 
while the Democrats have shown 
they seek personal outcome re- 
gardless of conclusion. 

Gore, has learned the lessons 
of his predecessor well, through 
endless legal wrangling you may 
get your way despite the cost to 
the constitution, the courts or the 
country. 


Part-Time 


Part-Time Package Handler and Part-Time Student 
“The best thing about being a part-time loader at UPS is getting paid great 
money and staying fit from the physical workout you get on the job." 
Students who work part-time at the UPS Chelmsford facility 


an receive up to $23,000° in college education assistance 
with the UPS Earn & Learn program! 


Working a8 2 parttime loader, this employee discovered that her part-lime position 
at UPS benefits her physical well being as much as her bank account. "It's great. 
Why waste your time working out when you can get this benefit on the job and 
get paid for it? For me and many others, this job beats sitting around behind a 


desk somewhere.” 


UPS offers much more than you'd expect from a part-time job, like great 


starting pay, set work schedules, weekly paychecks and lots of great benefits, 


Future plans include attending a four-year university and eventually getting a 
Master's degree in Sociology, In the meantime, the extra money helps offset the 
rising cost of tuition and books, allowing her to keep on track with her education 
goals. “With great starting pay and up to $23,000 through the UPS Earn & 
Learn coliege education assistance program, it just doesn't get any better than 


this in a part-time job!” 


Take it from our employees -- UPS is the best part-time job you'll ever have! 


See our UPS Recruiter at the following locations: 


LAWRENCE 

VALLEY WORKS CAREER CENTER 
Tuesday & Thursday from 1PM - 4PM 
11 Lawrence St, Lawrence 


HAVERHILL 

VALLEY WORKS CAREER CENTER 
Monday & Tuesday from Noon - 4PM 
80 Merrimack St., Haverhill 


SALEM D.E.S, 
Wednesday from 2PM-4PM 


29 S. Broadway, Salem, NH 


co 


www.upsjobs.com 
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Tobacco campaign doesn't reveal entire truth 


@NECC student 
discovers the truth 
is hard to find 


By TODD LANGIS 
Staff Reporter 


“Just try it.” He said. I should have said 
no, but I didn’t. I took a pinch of the 
smokeless tobacco and put it in my mouth. 

I didn’t feel anything at first, but then it 
hit me. I couldn’t feel my legs, and every- 
thing was spinning. I felt like] was going to 
throw up, but in a good way. The tobacco 
really got me buzzed for the first time. I 
thought to myself that I would never do 
that again, but I couldn’t foresee my future. 

I was 15 the first time I tried it. I’m 24 
now. I still do it. That’s a problem. There 
isn’t a day that goes by that I wish that I had 
said no, and never tried it. It started out 
innocently enough, but I had no idea about 
what power the tobacco held over me. Even 
as I write this, 1 am chewing. 

Why wasn’t there someone or some- 
thing to tell me to not do this? I don’t know. 
An addict is what 1am. Most people don’t 
look at people using tobacco as being ad- 
dicts, but that’s what we are. The funny 
thing is, is that I never tried to smoke 
cigarettes. 

It started innocently; I would chew every 
now and then throughout high school, 
which was no big deal. Then I found myself 


Florida's ballot 


@ Media has influence on 
public views of election 


By TRICIA HAMBLET 
Sports Editor 


K, so who is the next president of 
O the United States. . . Is this ever 
going to end? 

Well, sitting up on Thursday night, I 
flipped through the channels thinking 
election coverage was great. Minute by 
minute I could see who was in the lead. I 
could see if Bush had won a state, or if 
Gore did. And, as I went to bed, I thought, 


falling into a routine, where it would ac- 
company certain other things, including 
bonding moments with friends. There 
wasn’t anything to let me know better, 
although I should have known myself. 

Today there is a great campaign against 
tobbaco. It’s called “thetruth.” “Thetruth” 
crusades to make big tobacco companies 
aware that they are the reason why so many 
people have died from using their products. 

I see only one problem, what about 
chewing tobacco? At first, their commer- 
cials were done on camcorders, and you 
could tell they weren’t high budget. Young 
teens would drive around in a van, telling 
people facts about cigarettes. 

I thought it was a great idea, and I 
enjoyed seeing the ads when they came on 
television. I didn’t even think that they 
were just centering on one thing, but they 
ultimately just turned out to be a fake, 
much to my dismay. I believed in my heart 
that they were actually doing something 
good for humanity, but were they really? 
Or were they just trying to capitalize on an 
idea, just like every other corporation? 

The more I followed these ads, the more 
I became interested in them. They never 
said anything about chewing tobacco. They 
constantly labeled them “Big Tobacco,” and 
how many lives they have taken, but with 
cigarettes only. I was shocked, to say the 
least. 

The more I wanted facts about chewing 
tobacco, the bigger the budgets got for 


problems become nation's presidential mess 


"tomorrow I will know whom the next 
president would be." 

So how come I don’t know? Well, if 
you have been watching TV lately then 
you would know it is because of the 
Florida recount. I could have told you 
something was wrong while I was listen- 
ing to the Howard Stern show on my car 
radio. A caller from Palm Beach, Fla., had 
called in to say she had helped out at the 
voting booths. She said you wouldn’t 
believe how bad it was in Palm Beach. All 
the old people could not understand the 


Farewell Clinton 


@ Clinton leaves a mark 
in history with his 
charismatic personality 
and skills as a leader 


By Luisa MEJIA 
Staff Reporter 


As Americans elect their new president, 
the world sadly says goodbye to one of 
American history’s most popular presidents. 
President Bill Clinton leaves the country in 
great economic and social prosperity. The 
president to come has the hard task of 
keeping up with a personality such as Bill 
Clinton’s; he must not only be able to 
maintain the great condition that the coun- 
try is in, but he must also charm the public 
in the way President Clinton did. Clinton 
was not only a great administrator, but he 
was also a great people person; he is a 
delightful, charismatic individual. Many 
people that had the privilege of meeting 
him agree that he is without a doubt more 
than a politician, but he is a great indi- 


vidual as well; he has a charm that is hard 
to resist. Regardless of the Monica Lewinski 
scandal, President Clinton remains as popu- 
lar as ever. 

Why was President Clinton so popular 
around the world? Well, President Clinton 
always maintained great international re- 
lations and assured the world once more 
that “The US is still the greatest force in 
favor of peace and prosperity around the 
world.” His commitment to peace has been 
definite, although it seems he will leave the 
presidency without having Palestinians and 
Israelis come to a peace agreement he was 
able to get them together on many occa- 
sions to compromise on many issues. He 
also provided countries like Colombia, strug- 
gling with civil wars, his help and uncondi- 
tional support. 

The truth is that it will be hard to find 
somebody to fill the shoes of President 
Clinton. He will remain one of the greatest 
American Presidents in history. I think I 
speak for many Americans and many coun- 
tries when I say, “We will miss you Mr. 
Clinton but we wish you the best of luck.” 


Facts on 'thetruth': yes, it's funded by tobacco 


“Thetruth” is a subsidiary of the “Ameri- 
can Legacy Foundation,” an organization 
founded in 1998 after the Master Settle- 
ment Agreement among tobacco compa- 
nies, 46 states attorneys, and five US terri- 
tories. The terms of the agreement allowed 
for the creation of an organization to “sup- 
port studies and programs of youth sub- 
stance abuse and smoking” and research 
disease prevention as a result of smoking 
illnesses. 


these commercials on television. Is there a 
difference? I don’t think so. I was hooked 
on a tobacco product very easily, but they 
don’t say anything bad about that. So, am 
I going to be fine? I don’t think so. More 
importantly, what about the kid out there 
who is offered a cigarette, and says no, but 
says OK to chewing? Are they trying to say 
that it’s good to say no to cigarettes, but 
alright to take the alternative? I don’t 
know, but I decided to inquire. 

I recently wrote to thetruth.com to find 
out why.!I more or less asked them why they 
spent so much money on defacing cigarette 
companies, and spent virtually no time on 
chewing tobacco. I stated all my facts and 
knowledge to them, and telling them that I 
still chew and how there was never any- 
thing like them when I was younger. I 


Bush: The outcome of this 
election will not be the result 
of deals or efforts to mold 
public opinion. The outcome 


of this election will be 


determined by the votes... 


—Press confrence Wednesday Nov. 15, 2000 


ballot, and were punching Buchanan 
instead of Gore. The officials could not 
tell them what hole to punch because it 
would appear they were telling them 
who to vote for. 

This all sounded pretty bizarre to 
me, and I thought, hey, it’s the Howard 
Stern show, right? 

So, after school I went home and 
turned on the television. All I could 
watch was the Florida recount. In Palm 
Beach, Buchanan had received a huge 
number of votes. This was absurd com- 
pared to the total number of votes he 
got. Also, approximately 19,000 votes 
were thrown out. These figures were 
alarming. 

As I tuned into CNN News it ap- 
peared the broadcaster was mocking 
the ballots used by the state of Florida. 
She said it was ridiculous that these 
illegal ballots would even be used, and 
that state law says all holes must be 
punched to the right of the candidate. 
This alone leads to one question: why 
doesn't the entire US have matching 
ballots? 

Moving on, I still want to know what 
is going to arise out of this situation. 
The media has had minute-to-minute 
coverage, which I feel has hurt the 
situation. Can we announce that Bush 
is president without millions of Ameri- 


The American Legacy Foundation oper- 
ates on an annual budget of $25 million 
provided by tobacco manufacturers on a 
graded scale of total market share, with 
payments beginning in March 1999 and 
proceeding for a period of nine subsequent 
years. 

This agreement was reached to suspend 
or dismiss any and all pending legal action 
against tobacco companies in the 46 par- 
ticipating states.” 


“Source: thetruth.com and Master Settlement Agreement 


wondered why they neglected to ever men- 
tion other tobacco products. I just wanted 
to know why, and that was all. 

They wrote back to me, simply stating 
that they are focusing on one thing at a 
time. I thought that was noble; OK do what 
you have to do. But then, I started reflecting 
on how the commercials they did start out 
with camcorders, and now they are big 
budget. Hmm. Where did they get the 
money? Who is backing them? 

I asked these questions to myself, and 
could only come up with one conclusion, 
which was that they are just another capi- 
talist company making money off of hu- 
man emotion. Could tobacco companies be 
backing them? They certainly could be. It 
could be their way of protecting them- 
selves. 


Gore: We should both call on 
...0ur supporters to respect 
the outcome of this election 
..and unite the country 
behind the winner as soon as 
this process is complete. 


—Press confrence Wednesday Nov. 15, 2000 


cans claiming it was a scam? The Demo- 
crats for Gore will say that the Florida 
residents meant to vote Gore, yet acci- 
dentally voted Buchanan. Also, the bal- 
lots were illegal. 

On the other hand, Republicans will 
be in an uproar if there is a revote. It is 
clearly unfair due to the media’s con- 
tinuing role. The entire nation knows 
how close the race is. In fact, as stated 
on television, the race is too close to — 
call. So, are Americans going to be happy © 
letting Florida alone pick its president? — 
The answer, obviously, is no. 

Say there is a Florida revote, then — 
what about all the people that did vote — 
Nader or Buchanan? Now that they know , 
how close it is, don’t you think they will — 
change their vote to Bush or Gore? Of © 
course they will. 

The media has definitely had an im- 
pact on the outcome of this race. Be-— 
cause people are aware of the entire 
situation, they are more inclined to © 
oppose a Florida revote, or to note the — 
unfairness of this. 

The only thing I feel could be done is © 
to make Bush president (which will — 
cause an uproar), or to have an entire 
nation revote. I am curious to see the 
outcome, and | hope it doesn’t cause 
riots. 
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By ED HUDSON 


News Editor 


uring a visit to NECC’s Lawrence extension site Oct. 
31, Sen. Edward Kennedy and Rep. Marty Meehan 


were able to see first hand how the Lawrence 
Business Assistance Center (LBAC) is doing. The two visited 
the extension site on Amesbury Street one year ago to 
present the college with a check for $400,000 to fund the 
center. 

The goal of the LBAC is to provide the education and 
training that Hispanic business people need to grow or 
launch their businesses. The center relies on the college to 
provide that education and technical assistance to new and 
aspiring small business owners. 

Kennedy believes that the center is laying impressive 
groundwork for businesses across the city, generating jobs 
and creating prosperity. He said we must reduce the 
technology gap between the haves and have nots. 

“Above all, the key to continued success is investment 
in our strongest assets—our people,” he said. 

He commended Mayte Rivera, director of the LBAC, for 
her leadership. 

“She is doing an outstanding job,” he said, adding that 
she deserves great credit for her commitment to the city of 
Lawrence. 

Since the center opened in February, Latino business 
owners have had the opportunity to participate in work- 
shops in technology. Topics of these workshops include 
instruction in: Windows 98, the Internet, business ac- 
counting, and conversational English. 


Meehan said the college is at the forefront: “I believe 
strongly that Northern Essex is giving people the skills and 
training that they need to get jobs.” He said he believes the 
center has been extremely successful in assessing the 
needs of the Latino business community. 

“The Lawrence Business Center is building a bridge to 
opportunity for Lawrence’s Hispanic residents,” Meehan 
said. He said the center has been very beneficial to Latino 
business owners, allowing them to unlock their greater 
potential in the Lawrence community. “The Lawrence 
Business Center empowers members of Lawrence’s His- 
panic community to truly live the American dream,” he 
said, “just as previous generations of immigrants to our 
nation were able to carve a path to economic and social 
success.” 

It is currently estimated that 60 percent of all jobs now 
require the kind of advanced skills possessed by only 20 
percent of today’s employees. The center has trained 
dozens of small business owners to acquire these essential 
skills in the months since it opened. The center will also 
soon announce a web page design program for Latino 
business owners. 

In collaboration with the NECC Career Development 
Center, this program will pair business owners with work- 
study students at the college. The goal of the program will 
be to create a web page for each business, allowing them to 
enter the world of e-commerce and remain competitive in 
Lawrence’s growing job market. 

Meehan said Lawrence is a city of rich potential. “I was 
most impressed with the drive and determination of the 
Latino business owners to thrive and succeed in the city of 


Observer wins another Pacemaker award 


@ continued from page 1 


Headlining the convention were keynote speakers, Michael 
Isikoff, the "Newsweek" reporter who broke the Clinton- 
Lewinsky story, and Marilyn Thompson, investigations edi- 
tor of the "Washington Post," who shared their perspectives 
on covering government, politics and world events. Wolf 
Blitzer, anchor of CNN’s evening newscast, 
“The World Today,” who was also supposed to 
speak, was not able to attend due to presiden- 
tial election coverage obligations. 

The election of the next U.S. president was 
supposed to have just ended when the conven- 
tion had gotten underway. However, the elec- 
tion debacle became a large fixture of the 
convention and the buzz led keynote speakers 
to take a lot of questions about it. 

“Tt was crazy,” said Joseph LeBlanc, former 
Observer adviser. “Every keynote speech re- 
ferred to the campaign crises.” He continued, 
saying that it was “a good learning experi- 
ence,” because it was “real world stuff.” 

LeBlanc, who was also chairman of the 
community college committee at the conven- 
tion, stressed that it was important not only to 
take the Observer’s staff for the benefit of the 
workshops at the convention, but also to 
allow the staff to “gel.” 

“In that way it was a smash hit,” he said. 

Ward agreed. 

“The general attitude of the staff was great. It seemed like 
everybody had a blast. It was just one of the better trips that 
I have been on,” Ward said. 

LeBlanc said he thinks NECC has the premiere commu- 
nity college newspaper in the state. 

“No question about it. Cream of the crop,” commented 
LeBlanc. 


George Ward, editor 


He believes the college has a strong journalism program 
that gives students a good head start on their career. To him 
it is a stronger start than would be received at any other 
community college in the state. 

“Running cake sales is not a concern to us,” he said, 
explaining that the paper is more than adequately funded, 
“We are very well taken care of by the college.” 

Winning the Pacemaker has been a 
familiar feat for the Observer since 
entering into the competition. The pa- 
per has won the award 10 times out of 
the last 11 years. 

Although NECC has always had a 
strong student run newspaper even 
before his time, LeBlanc was a major 
factor in the Observer’s rise to promi- 
nence. For the past 13 years, LeBlanc 
was the adviser at the Observer, and 
was a large part of the reason that the 
paper started entering into the compe- 
tition. 

“It is great to retire on top,” said 
LeBlanc, who stepped down last 
spring as adviser to the Observer to 
focus on teaching, but was adviser 
for the staff that this Pacemaker 
was awarded to. 

“It was great to have won 10 [Pacemakers] in my 
time,” he continued with a hint of nostalgia. “There are 
very few community colleges that can make the claim 
of winning 10. That is a great feat,” he explained, saying 
that it involves a lot of hard work and a lot of great 
staffs. 

He believes that it is a strong history that will be contin- 
ued with the Observer's current adviser, Amy Callahan. And 
although most of the staff is new this fall, LeBlanc said, they 
"just need to put their potential to work." 


Rep. Meehan, Presient Hartleb and Sen. Kennedy. 


Lawrence, displaying a desire to not only benefit them- 
selves, but their entire community,” he said. 

Kennedy was also impressed with what he saw. He said 
that the leadership at Northern Essex has been essential to 
these successes, and it has made Massachusetts a respected 
model for the nation. He said, “This center is just the 
beginning.” 


Security deals with medical calls 

The following information was obtained from the campus 
Security Department: 

Nov. 6: Female student complained of stomach pain 
and trouble breathing due to asthma. Nurse arrived on 
scene and helped administer inhaler and nebulizer 
treatments to student. 

Oct. 30: Female student in C313 complained of 
stomach pain, nausea, and dizziness. Student was 
three weeks pregnant. Ambulance was called and 
student was taken to Hale Hospital. 

Sept. 22: Female student tripped on sidewalk on 
ramp by cafeteria while walking with friends. She 
suffered scrapes on her forehead and right hand. 
Student refused medical attention when security and 
nurse arrived, sayings she was more embarrassed than 
hurt. 

Sept. 11: Male student gave a presentation in class 
when he got dizzy. He complained of numbness in the 
right arm and leg. EMTs called and student was taken 
to Hale Hospital 


Writing Awards 

The English Department invites the college community 
to attend the Fall 2000 Writing Awards Ceremony Dec. 8 at 
noon in Lecture Hall A in Spurk (C Building). All are invited 
to celebrate the accomplishments of students enrolled in 
English Composition I and II. 


Holiday Celebrations 


A seasonal celebration will be held Dec. 1 from 3 to 5 
p.m. in the cafeteria in the Student Center (F Building) on 
the Haverhill campus. Holidays including Chanukah, 
Kwanaa, Christmas, Chinese New Year and others will be 
celebrated. Sponsored by Student Activities & Orientation. 

A holiday party for children will also take place in the 
cafeteria on the Haverhill campus Dec. 1 from 4:30 to 6pm. 
Activities include face painting and decorating ginger- 
bread cookies. 


CORI policy to be decided in Federal Court 


@ continued from page 1 


offenses are not known to the public unless 
the student self identifies themselves as an 
offending individual. 

Also the fact that some offenses are 
discretionary and may allow the students 
to continue in the program encourages 
them to apply even if they have anything in 
their history. 

Part of the reason that enrollment in 

' these programs has dropped at NECC, ac- 
cording to human services program direc- 


tor Mary DiGiovanni, is that the other two 
local community colleges, Middlesex and 
North Shore Community Colleges, do not 
conduct CORI checks on students entering 
the human services area. 

Part of the improvement in the timeli- 
ness of CORI notifications is the fact that 
with last year’s proceedings, some students 
were informed very late into their program 
and ended up being excluded. 

Although the college is still running the 
CORI checks, there is a pending Federal 
court case, which is being heard in the 
Boston federal district this week. 


This case questions the CORI policy as a 
law, and may overturn it as far as the 
college is concerned. 

According to DiGiovanni, the human 
service industry was not consulted when 
this law went into effect, and itis prevent- 
ing totally qualified individuals from enter- 
ing into one of at least 60,000 jobs in the 
field. 

She said that this law has especially 
affected the alcohol and drug abuse coun- 
seling programs. 

CORI checks have been eliminating some 
of the best candidates for that program, 


students of which have made their own 
recovery from drug or alcohol abuse prob- 
lems and want to help people going through 
similar situations. 

Another factor in the issue is that there 
is a loophole in the policy, that leaves the 
agencies no liability for the placed students 
actions if the agencies themselves do not 
conduct the CORI checks. 

If a student passes the CORI check at 
NECC and an incident occurs on the site, 
then the affiliation is not responsible. 
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Co-Sponsored by Student Health Services & 
NECC Student Senate 
College Life & Healthy Living Unit 
Division of Enrollment Management & Student 
Services 


Monday 
November 27, 2000 
9:00 a.m. — 2:00 p.m. 


Student Center Lounge 
F Building 
Haverhill 


To schedule an appointment, please call 
Student Health Services @978-556-3770 


mae American Red Cross 
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UMass trustees hike 
room and board 


@ Increase in fees 
goes toward improvements 
to dormitory facilities 


BOSTON (AP) — Students at the University 
of Massachusetts’ flagship Amherst cam- 
pus will pay $220 more for room and board 
next year after the system’s board of trust- 
ees voted to increase fees at their meeting 
earlier this week. 

The 4.5 percent hike at the Amherst 
campus will raise the cost of a bed and 
meals from $4,895 to $5,115 a year. At the 
Lowell campus, room and board will in- 
crease by 2 percent from $4,994 to $5,095, 
and at Dartmouth, a 6.8 percent increase 
will bump annual fees from $5,287 to $5,646. 

The hikes are the result of inflation, 


union contracts and improvements to dor- 
mitory and kitchen facilities, said Robert 
Connolly, aspokesman for university presi- 
dent William Bulger. 

“Even with these increases factored in, 
students are paying just about the same 
amount they paid to attend our universities 
as they did in 1996,” Connolly said. 

“These increases happen while tuition 
and fees have been lowered or held steady 
since 1996.” 

Trustees will decide later this year on 
whether to raise tuition and other student 
fees. 

“No decision has been made as to what 
will be recommended on tuition and fees 
for 2002,” Connolly said. 

Between the 1995-1996 and 2000-2001 
schools years, average tuition and fees have 
dropped 5.8 percent, or $289. 


Brown University chooses 
black woman as president 


@ Ruth Simmons leaves 
Smith College and makes 
history in the Ivy League 


PROVIDENCE, R.I. (AP) Ruth Simmons, a 
sharecropper’s daughter who went on to 
earn a doctorate in Romance languages, 
has been chosen president of Brown Uni- 
versity, becoming the first black to lead an 
Ivy League school. 

Simmons, the 55-year-old president of 
Smith College, succeeds former Ohio State 
University President Gordon Gee, who 
resigned from Brown in February to be- 
come chancellor of Vanderbilt Univer- 
sity. 

Simmons grew up poor in Texas as the 
youngest of 12 children. Her father was a 
sharecropper, and her mother worked as 
a maid. She was educated in segregated 
schools, earned a scholarship to Dillard 
University in New Orleans and gradu- 
ated with highest honors in 1967, then 
got her doctorate from Harvard. 

At a news conference on Nov. 9, she 
wept as she imagined what her parents 
would have thought of her appointment, 
and recalled the first time she told her 
mother she wanted to go to college. 

“She said, ‘Possibly if you can get a 
scholarship you can go,”’ Simmons said. 
“Her mouth said, ‘If you can get a schol- 
arship,’ but her eyes said she didn’t think 
it would ever happen, so it’s been very 
important for me to imagine my mother 
would have been very happy.” 

In 1995, Simmons became the first 
black woman to lead Smith, an elite 
2,500-student women’s college in 
Northampton, Mass. During her tenure, 
the school’s endowment nearly doubled 
to $900 million. She also established an 
engineering program, the first at a 
women’s school. . x 

Brown, which has 7,000 students, has 
an endowment of $1.5 billion, among the 
smallest of the Ivy League schools. 
Simmons said increasing financial aid is 
a top priority. 

“A student with ability, irrespective of 
economic means, just has to be able to 
come to Brown. That’s a moral impera- 
tive,” she said. 


a 


We have selected an 

extraordinary leader, a 
person of character, of 
integrity and of depth. 


-STEPHEN ROBERT, 
Brown chancellor 


Brown has been seeking a president 
since February, when Gee angered many 
on campus by announcing he was leav- 
ing after just two years. 

Brown Chancellor Stephen Robert 
said Simmons was chosen because of 
her accomplishments in recruiting mi- 
nority faculty members and increasing 

undergraduate scholarships, and her 
general support for faculty and research. 

“We have selected an extraordinary 
leader, a person of character, of integ- 
rity and of depth,” Robert said. 

Smith also credits Simmons with in- 
creasing diversity on campus; improv- 
ing undergraduate education through 
intensive seminars for first-year stu- 
dents; and creating a program that al- 
lows students to be paid for their sum- 
mer internships. 

“Ruth Simmons has provided out- 
standing leadership for Smith and we 
will be very sad to see her leave,” said 
Shelly Lazarus, chairwoman ofthe Smith 
board of trustees. 

Simmons will start at Brown in July. 
She was introduced to students at a 
campus meeting. 

“Her story is undoubtedly inspira- 
tional,”’said David Moore, a 21-year-old 
senior studying English and philoso- 
phy. 

Mathu Suvramanian, a 20-year-old 
junior studying biochemistry, said she 
is proud that Brown chose the first 
black Ivy League president. 

“I think she’ll be a much better fit 
than Gee,” Suvramanian said. 


AP photo 
MICHIGAN PROTEST: University of Michigan students from the School of 
Social Work protest outside the federal courthouse in Detroit on Nov. 16, in 
support of affirmative action. A judge will hear arguments on whether to 
decide a lawsuit over the university’s affirmative action policies without a 
trial. Two lawsuits allege the university illegally used race as a determining 
factor in admissions to its main undergraduate school and to its law school. 


General Electric pledges 
$11 million to UConn 


@ Donation made toward 
the advancement of 
technology for students 


STAMFORD, Conn. (AP) General Electric Co. 
has pledged $11 million over the next five 
years to help the University of Connecticut 
become a leader in e-business and engi- 
neering. 

The donation is the largest single cor- 
porate investment in the university. 

“Major institutions are known by 
the company they keep, and we are 
indeed honored that the world’s most 
admired company is making this gen- 
erous and broad-based investment in 
the University of Connecticut,’’ said 
UConn President Philip E. Austin. 

The money will be used to create a 
lab at the Stamford campus in which 
students, faculty and GE Capital ex- 
ecutives will work together to analyze 
e-projects. 

Five senior GE executives will be 
located at the new facility, which will 
include an emerging technologies dem- 
onstration lab. 

An “e-engineering” center will be 
created for joint research projects to 
prepare students for the latest devel- 
opments in industry. 

Students will tackle‘complex e-busi- 
ness issues and ‘will Hdve‘th’e opportu- 
nity to report to GE management on 
results and solutions. 

The first project involved students 
studying GE’s web sites. Some recom- 
mended changes are being imple- 
mented, GE officials said. 

In the spring, a UConn class will 
investigate the cost and technology 


65 


We are indeed honored 
that the world's most 
admired company is 
making this generous 
investment in UConn. 


-PHILLIP E. AUSTIN, 
UConn president 


needed to create a paperless work envi- 
ronment. 

The contribution also will pay for 
new “e-learning” approaches to incor- 
porate information technology into ef- 
fective teaching and learning practices. 

The partnership aims to support in- 
creased enrollment and success of 
underrepresented minority engineer- 
ing and business students. 

GE Industrial Systems in Plainville 
will provide $1.5 million to the School 
of Engineering. Faculty and engineers 
will work together on research in ma- 
terials, circuit breaker technology and 
energy management projects. 

GE officials said the partnership pro- 
vides the company with access to bright, 
energetic minds as well as recommen- 


dations that can be implemented in 
“the workforce. 


“UConn students and faculty will be 
enriched by an unprecedented learn- 
ing and applied research experience,” 
said Denis Nayden, chairman and CEO 
of GE Capital. “GE Capital will benefit 
from the projects and we hope to take 
advantage of the direct talent pipeline 
to tomorrow’s e-business leaders.” 
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CEO balances ethics and 


@ Feuerstein draws 
large audience to 
NECC campus 


By BARBARA POLLETTA 


Features Editor 


diverse crowd of students, 
At and the general 

public streamed into the 
Bentley Library conference center 
Nov. 6 to ponder business philoso- 
phy. 

The growing audience waited 
for keynote speaker Aaron 
Feuerstein. His name has become 
synonymous with corporate de- 
cency after he kept 3000 employ- 
ees on payroll with full benefits 
whena fire destroyed Malden Mills 
in 1995. 

As the crowd waited, talk 
around the room was centered on 
the example that was set by 
Feuerstein, who has been the CEO 
of Malden Mills for four decades, 
and what this man’s actions meant 
to the people he employed. 

Feuerstein was met with a 
round of applause as he made his 
way to the front of the room. 
Taking his seat, he smiled ner- 
vously at the crowd as the intro- 
ductions began. The discussion 
was based on the philosophy of 


Aristotle, and the book by Tom 
Morris, “If Aristotle Ran General 
Motors.” The book notes that 
Aristotle realized that people have 
different objectives in life, but un- 
derneath the surface everyone is 
looking for the same thing, which 
is happiness. 

President of NECC, David 
Hartleb, served as the moderator 
in the discussion and asked key 
questions that fueled Feuerstein 
into a frank and open discussion 
about his life, childhood and per- 
sonal business philosophy. When 
asked about his philosophy as CEO 
of Malden Mills, Feuerstein relayed 
his understanding about the im- 
portance of profitability to the 
share-holder. “After all,” he said, 
“Tama share holder.” He sighted 
a lack of insight in most corpora- 
tions when looking at long-term 
profitability and how it is directly 
related to the ethical conduct of a 
business over time. “At Malden 
Mills we try as best we can to make 
a balance between the concept of 
profitability and moral responsi- 
bility to our people and the com- 
munity,” said Feuerstein. 

In discussing religious values 
being implemented into corporate 
America, Feuerstein was clear that 
he believes in a separation be- 
tween church and state, but feels 
businesses should operate with 
the values that religion teaches. 


He went on to recall a childhood 
memory when he learned of the 
religious values which guided his 
grandfather in running the busi- 
ness that was started at the turn of 
the century. Feuerstein told the 
audience a story of his 
grandfather’s belief that it was 
against the rules of the Bible to 
pay his workers weekly rather than 
daily, as was the custom. 
Feuerstein defined the reasons for 
this by quoting directly from the 
Bible, “You cannot oppress the 
working man. He is poor and he is 
needy.” 

Feuerstein credited those moral 
lessons taught to him as a child as 
vital in forming his moral com- 
pass. “It was the religious and 
moral incubation I had as a child 
that unquestionably played a role 
in the decision-making I made later 
in life,” he said. 

In his final words, Feuerstein 
spoke of business relationships. 
“There shouldn’t be this terrible 
dichotomy that exists today in 
business relationships,” he said 
referring to the business world’s 
focus on profitability without char- 
ity or human kindness. Feuerstein 
stated that what he stands for is 
quite different, “We try to estab- 
lish relationships with our people 
and in our objectives which bring 
about a balance, and we try to 
make it unified.” 


profit 


margins 


Sree pct iss fhe 


Pedro William photo 


A MORAL COMPASS AS YOUR GUIDE: At NECC's Haverhill 
campus, CEO Aaron Feuerstein explains his philosophy that 
ethical behavior is good for business. 


Students climb aboard the Majesty ship 


®@ Norwegian cruiseline 
gives students a peek at 
the real world of tourism 


By LUCY MILLER 
Copy Editor 


Hospitality programs traveled to Bos 
ton Sunday, Oct. 8 to tour the Majesty 
cruise ship, which is part of the Norwegian 


S tudents enrolled in NECC’s Travel and 


cruise line. 


Sandra Kauffman, a professor and head 


of the Travel and Hospitality programs, 
commented that the trip “was a good expe- 
rience for students.” 

She explained that the representative of 
the Majesty cruise ship taught the students 
about the procedures of running a cruise 
ship and explained the different rooms and 
services the cruise line had to offer. 

The students were given a tour of the 
ship as it was being cleaned and ready for 
departure from Boston to Bermuda. 
Kauffman noted that her students were the 
ones going to sell and offer trips such as this 
in the future, so this experience on the 
cruise ship and being able to speak to a 
representative gave students first-hand les- 
sons and information about the travel field. 

To give her students an opportunity to 
network before finishing their education, 
Kauffman said that this trip was one that 
allowed her students to speak one-on-one 
with a person directly involved in their field 
of interest and it gave them a real-life 
experience. 

The Travel and Hospitality programs are 
divided into three parts. Students first 
learn about the reservation system, then 
they begin to work with a local travel agency, 


GETTING THEIR FEET WET: First-hand learning during tour of the Majesty cruise ship. Pictured left to right: Natividad 
Reynoso; Anneris Mena; Arelis Pena, a unidentified Cruise Service Representative Majesty; Virginia Rodier; Terry Monihan, 
owner Essex County House of Travel; Tammy Picard; sandra Kauffman, Travel and Hospitality professor; Sandra Broderick; 
Kathy McDonald; Gilberte Frechette, and Barbara Sielicki. 


Essex County House of Travel, which has a 
small division at NECC, and finally the 
student participates in a co-op through the 
college. 

Kauffman also pointed out that students 
involved in this program of study are re- 
quired to take the Disney test to become 


registered Disney agents. She continued by 
saying, “I want to help make students the 
best they can be,” which she does by giving 
the students different opportunities such 
as networking and learning about their 
field through trips and co-ops. 

Kauffman said that the students are 


planning to go to Montreal soon and are 
putting together a bus tour of New York 
City to take place during the holiday in 
December. 

Kauffman hopes that these future trips 
will provide her students networking op- 
portunities through other students. 
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Fitness center plans open house 


Center schedules day of 
information, food and 
fun in effort to increase 
student involvement 


By BARBARA POLLETTA 


Features Editor 


s the holiday season makes its de 
A= into our lives, it is not uncom 

mon for it to also jump onto our 
bathroom scales. According to students 
polled, most find themselves feeling slightly 
out of shape and adding at least five extra 
pounds over the holiday season. 

Rob Parker, who coordinates the 
Wellness and Fitness Center, hopes some of 
these students will discover the benefits of 
the well-equipped center that is available to 
students and faculty free of charge. 

Student attendance at the center has 
dropped this year. Though the numbers are 
not drastic, the center’s use is down by two 
students per day. Parker stated that it is a 
result of a turnover in the students attend- 
ing NECC. “We grew steadily for five years, 
usage pretty much doubled, but a lot of 
those who used the gym the last couple of 


years graduated,” said Parker 

With this new group of students in 
mind, the Wellness and Fitness Center is 
having an open house on Wednesday, Dec. 
6 from 11-1pm to familiarize students with 
all it has to offer. Free food, door prizes and 
lots of information will be available to 
students and faculty. 

The Wellness and Fitness Center is open 
Monday-Thursday 9am-8pm, Friday 9am- 
3pm, and Saturday 10am-1pm. The center 
has a variety of Cybex weight training ma- 
chines, free weights, treadmills, steppers, 
stationary bikes, rowers, and an elliptical 
stepper. Certified personal trainers are 
available to assist with developing a person- 
alized program, weight loss, and all aspects 
of fitness evaluations. 

Elaina Borowski, a certified personal 
trainer at the Wellness and Fitness Center 
and a liberal arts major at NECC, said the 
busiest time at the gym is after Spm. “That’s 
the time students and faculty start to pour 
in, but if you’re the type that doesn’t like a 
crowded gym and hate working out in front 
of lots of people, mid-day is the perfect time 
to come in,” said Borowski. 

The fitness center also offers aerobic 
classes on Wednesdays from 1-2pm in the 
gymnasium, cardiokickboxing on Monday 
from 12-1pm in the gymnasium and Friday 
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WORKING ON OUT: Fitness instructor Pete Thompkins demonstraits proper 


technique. 


from 12-1pm in the dance studio. Students 
can earn fitness points for working out, or 
by taking an exercise class, which can earn 
them a fitness center T-shirt or sweatshirt. 


Information can be obtained by stop- 
ping by the Wellness and Fitness C enter 
in room D-133, or by calling (978) 556-3819. 


Finegold to perform in concert at NECC 


® Professor makes 
creative efforts to expand 
the perception of music 


BY TRICIA HAMBLET 
Impulse Editor 


ECC will host the Essex Chamber 
N Music Players in concert on Sunday, 

Dec3, at 4pm, in the Bentley Library 
conference area. The concert will give a 
venue ofrecent composed music, performed 
in a classical/contemporary manner. This 
event enables students an outlet for cul- 
ture. 

Michael Finegold, a professor of NECC 
for the past 28 years, and founder of the 
Essex Chamber Music Club, will be playing 
the flute in concert. Finegold said, “This 
event allows students to hear music they 
aren’t familiar with in everyday life. It is an 
educational opportunity that expands the 
creational perception of music.” 

This is the second concert being per- 
formed at NECC. The first from the Essex 
Chamber Music Players was the inaugural 


concert in April. Finegold said, that concert 
went very well, and he hopes this one will 
too. 

Performers will include Raphael Popper- 
Kaiser, cello; David Pihl, piano; and Michael 
Finegold, flute. The concert will feature the 
premier of Blues Among Us, written for solo 
cello by Marc Rossi, a member of the faculty 
at Berklee College of Music. Rossi will be in 
attendance, making this a great opportu- 
nity to meet the composer. Furthermore, 
several other pieces will be played. 

The community of Haverhill does not 
have a chamber music band, and Finegold’s 
group fulfills the need. He hopes that 
through his efforts the number of musi- 
cians throughout the area will increase. 
This is an effort to formalize the playing, 
and create an ensemble. 

Tickets for the concert, are $8 each, $5 
for students and senior citizens. They will 
be available at the door. 

The Essex Chamber Music Club applied 
for the city of Haverhill arts grant. The 
group hopes to be fully funded, in order to 
have proceeds go into a scholarship fund. 
But, until then proceeds are directed to- 
wards the performers and composers time 
and effort. 


File photo 
EXPANDING THE 
HORIZON WITH 
MUSIC: Michael 
Feinhold, left, and 
David Pihl hope to cre- 
ate an ensemble. 


Sabbagh discusses caring for the elderly 


By LUCY MILLER 
Copy Editor 


( "one's for aging parents can teach 
one a lot about the complications of 
the health care system and John 

Sabbagh wanted to share his experiences 

with caring for his parents with other fac- 

ulty and community members. On Tues- 
day, Nov. 14a Brown Bag Lunch discussion, 
entitled “Helping Aging Parents and 

Caregivers,” took place in the Teaching and 

Learning Center on the Haverhill Campus. 

Faculty member John Sabbagh, Business 


Information Tech, decided to lead this dis- 
cussion because his friend encouraged him 
to share his thoughts and experiences based 
on the challenges he had to face caring for 
his aging parents. 

The few who took part in the discussion 
learned about how to make the right choices 
when looking out for their parents’ best 
interest. Sabbagh shared his thoughts on 
the significance of putting together legal 
documents and how it would help the fam- 
ily in the long run. 

The issue of medical institutions, such 
as choosing between a small community 


hospital and a large urban hospital, was 
one of the topics of discussion at this Brown 
Bag Lunch. Sabbagh explained that in his 
situation choosing to deal with a large city 
hospital was an advantage to both himself 
and his parents because of the technology 
they had access to. 

He discussed health care options for the 
elderly and the advantages and disadvan- 
tages of Medicare. This led to his thoughts 
on home care and the options middle-aged 
adults have when dealing with the health 
and care of their elderly parents. Sabbagh 
shared his experiences with different home 


care agencies and the pros and cons of 
home care for aging parents. He com- 
mented that it might be a better option to 
nursing homes because the parent has the 
comforts of home as well as familiar people 
around. It also is at an advantage for the 
child or children caring for the parent 
because of convenience of location and 
surroundings. 

Sabbagh concluded the discussion by 
stating the importance of not only looking 
out for the best interest of an aging parent, 
but for the caregiver to also think of himself 
in a time of physical and emotional stress. 
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At 50, skydiving is experience of a lifetime 


By MARK PALERMO 
NECC ESL professor 


ey say 50 is not old. I turned 50 
this summer and, except for five 
minutes I will never forget, my 

summer was routine. 

Certain benchmarks in life remind 
us that we are passing from one phase 
of life to another. Twelve, 21 certainly, 
30, for some, is a wakeup call. Forty is 
significant. But 50? Let’s face it, you are 
getting too old forevena midlife crisis. 
Enter the golden years. In case you are 
disposed to forget this, there are re- 
minders: like receiving your first AARP 
mailing, automatically being charged 
the senior discount at McDonald's, and 
finding special offers in your mailbox 
extolling the benefits of super vita- 
mins and herbal remedies that prom- 
ise to “restore youthful vigor and po- 
tency.” 

I decided I don’t want to spend my 
golden years in a rocking chair. So 
when my wife asked me what I wanted 
for my birthday, I had a response 
prepared. “Ican’t tell you what itis, but 
it costs $200 and I can charge it on our 
credit card.” 

She hesitated a moment, “I hope it 
isn’t a visit to a brothel.” 

Fortunately, for my marriage, I had 
married late in life and thus was not 
compelled in that direction. After I 
reassured her that this was indeed not 
my plan, my wife resigned herself to a 
“see no evil, hear no evil” mode. She 
musthavecalculatedhow much trouble 
a 50-year-old geezer can get into with 
$200 and concluded that there was 
little to be concerned about. 

I knew exactly what I wanted. I 
have a good life with a beautiful, intel- 
ligent wife who is also my best friend, 
a great job, healthy happy and well- 
adjusted kids. But there was one nag- 
ging thing [had been wanting to do for 
20 years, and I had caught myself too 
often using a word which I dislike- the 
word “someday.” I believe anybody 
over 40 should remove this word from 
their vocabulary. If you are over 40, 
someday is NOW. 


I got in my truck and headed up 
Route 3 to Pepperell, a semi-rural 
town on the New Hampshire border 
near Nashua. My destination: Pepperell 
Skydiving Center. In anotherweek,on 
my 50th birthday, I would be jumping 
out of a plane. It was a hell of an 
undertaking since I am afraid of 
heights. 

I made an appointment for a tan- 
dem jump. Tandem means you make 
thejump ina harness with an instruc- 
tor in a large parachute. Most drop 
zones require that your first jump be 
a tandem, a regulation that I had no 
problem with. I met my instructor, 
Chip, a young man in his 30s with a 
southern drawl. He was polite and 
earnest as he explained the basics ofa 
tandem jump. We would have a 
reserve chute. In the event anything 
went wrong, the reserve chute would 
open automatically at 2,000 feet. I 
learned it is natural to be afraid of 
heights. And we would be jumping 
from 13,000 feet. I immediately 
thought of 13 empire state buildings 
stacked vertically. 

If you think you might try this 
someday, I should say a word here 
about your instructor. I have been a 
teacher for 23 years and there are 
many teacher types that I condense 
into three categories: the good, the 
badand the ugly. Abad teacher makes 
you feel that the subject to be learned 
is complicated, arcane and privy only 
to a select few of the most astute 
minds and superior intellects, and 
that you probably don’t rate. A bad 
teacher becomes impatient when you 
learn more slowly or differently than 
others, makes you feel small for ask- 
ing questions. A bad teacher is boring. 
An ugly teacher is usually autocratic, 
and carries a frustrated power drive 
and a heap of personal baggage into 
the classroom. 

A good teacher makes you want to 
learn, shows you that it isn’t really so 
hard after all ifyou break it down into 
steps. There are no stupid questions 
for a good teacher. A good teacher is 
personable and patient with people 


SESESCSCCSC SSS SSCS SCSSSESSHSSSPERSELSESESES SHS CSE EESC SE 


FEE PORES OREESESS OSE HOS OOOH EERO SEEEERSE OO EOEEEEEOSEESEHEEOEOS 


Ready to Graduate? 


You must fill out a 


Petition to Graduate 


In the Registrar’s Office 
Deadline: November 30, 2000 


SRSESSCSSSSSOCSSSESSSSSSSSSOSSOSISESSESSEEOSOOESESEE SES: 


SSeS SG RH 


SPSSSSESCOCOCOCSCEHCSCRSCSCHS HH 8S SH SEO HSOHSSESB EEE SE HES 


Stee eo % 


& 


wholearn differently or ask questions. 
A good teacher builds confidence and 
makes you want to learn. 

After speaking with Chip, I was 
satisfied that he was a serious and 
responsible person. While I did not 
know how gooda teacher he was from 
our short conversation, I was sure he 
wasn’t the negative type. My instincts 
were right. 

The airfield, located in a semi-rural 
area and surrounded by tall white 
pines, looks like something out of 
another time and place. Sky King or 
even Charles Lindbergh and the Spirit 
of St. Louis would not look out of place 
there. But it is a relaxing place. | 
entered a small building and signed 
in. 

I was struck by the contrast be- 
tween myinnertension and the staffs 
casual, friendly manner. But this is a 
routine forthem. For me! was prepar- 
ing for an experience that would rival 
some ofthe most important moments 
of my life, like being present for the 
birth of my son, Johnny, three years 
ago. I wasn’t sure why, but for me this 
was something more than mere thrill 
seeking. 

The first thing you do is watcha 20- 
minute video where a lawyer explains 
all the numerous ways you can get 
killed, maimed or permanently dis- 
abled. Then, they make you sign a 
next-oFkin notification form and a 
stack of papers releasing them from 
responsibility in the event of a screw 
up. Next comes a video that explains 
what to expect, what position to take 
during the fall, what not to do, etc. 

After that I got suited up and Chip 
walked me tothe plane, asmall Cessna. 
He instructed me on the sequence of 
things I had to remember for the 
jump. Next he introduced me to the 
pilot with some good natured joking. 
“This here’s George. He’s crashed more 
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communities. 


Simmons graduates are authors, artists, 
doctors, judges, mayors, movie producers, 
entrepreneurs and CEOs. And the list goes 


For nearly 100 years, we have prepared 
women to meet their career and life goals. 


Experience our small classes, accessible 
faculty, and location in the heart of Boston’s 
educational, medical, and cultural 


planes than I’ve jumped out of.” I 
appreciated the jokes as they helped 
me loosen up. 

Ina few minutes we were climbing 
high above the airfield. 
1,000...1,500....2,500 feet. could already 
see the White Mountains and the At- 
lantic Ocean to the east. I knew the 
altitude because I was wearing an 
altimeter on my chest. We were all 
quiet onthe wayup. Even though felt 
calm, I could feel my heart beating 
under my jump suit. The rational part 
of my mind was thinking positively 
and I was reminding myself that I was 
not really in danger. But something 
else was going on inside me. I looked 
down on the meadows and hillsides 
and deeply felt how insignificant my 
problems were. I realized how much I 
loved the earth and how! don’t want to 
leave here for a long time yet. 

After 5,000 feet I stopped looking at 
my altimeter. Iwas afraid, but felt calm 
and a little warm now. Chip started to 
buckle the harness, checking to see 
that it was on tight. There were no 
jokes now. Chip and the pilot were all 
business. Chip looked me in the eye 
and said, “This is going to change your 
life!” In the next five minutes, I would 
find out how true those words were. 

The side door suddenly came open 
and I stepped out, crossed my arms 
across my chest. The wind roared in my 
ears. I dared not look down, but we 
were so high I could see the curvature 
ofthe earth in the distance. [looked up 
and closed my eyes. I was wondering 
how to jump when Chip pushed off 
quickly and I felt my feet leave the 
plane. Keeping my eyes closed, I felt an 
electric jolt of adrenaline and I saw 
bright white light before my eyes for 
about three seconds. I was holding 
back a feeling of panic. I wondered if 
anything had gone wrong. We did 
what seemed like a 360 degree turn 


Our graduates aren’t just well-educated — 
they're well-prepared: 
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and I felt Chip poking me in the back, 
this was his signal telling me to get 
into the position. Free fall position is 
like a Superman flying position except 
that the knees are up. I was relieved 
that he was still attached to me. | 
opened my eyes in a freefall at 12,000 
feet. At this height, you don’t feel like 
your falling but rather floating or fly- 
ing. I realized I was safe, and I was 
surprised that I was actually relaxing 
and enjoying the free fall. 

I knew right then that I could get 
hooked on this. As I suspected, there is 
a touch of spirituality or mysticism in 
this. At around 5,000 feet, Chip pulled 
the rip cord and the parachute en- 
gaged, jerking us momentarily. We 
relaxed and enjoyed the rest of the 
ride. He told me that this was his 
5,000th tandem jump and that he had 
made a total of about 7,000 jumps. 
During these jumps, he had to use his 
reserve parachute only 13 times. 

We landed safely and smoothly. 
With today’s improved equipment, 
landing is gentle about the same force 
as jumping off a three or four foot 
ladder. I drove home with the unique 
Satisfaction that comes from doing 
something that you always had been 
afraid to do. 

Back home, my wife took the news 
in stride. She surprised me and was 
pleased, even encouraging me to con- 
tinue my interest in the sport. When I 
went to bed that night I was relaxed 
enough, but every time I closed my 
eyes, I kept seeing the first three sec- 
onds of the jump in my mind’s eye. It 
kept playing over again every time I 
closed my eyes. 

Ill be going again, but not for a 
while. If you think you night try this 
someday, remember my advice. It's 
later than you think. But don’t worry. 
This is the first day of the rest of your 
life. Enjoy it. Someday is now. 
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Innocence and confidence meet the real world 


@ Adult challenges make 
student focus on dreams 


BY TODD LANGIS 
Staff Reporter 


is blue eyes shined with excitement. 
He face, so innocent, and confi 

dent, ready to face the oncoming 
world. One look at him, and one could tell 
that he was going to make a difference in 
the world. His dream was to make a differ- 
ence. At 18, he had the confidence ofa man, 
but the experiences still of a boy. Who was 
this young man? It was me. At the ripe age 
of 18 I was ready for everything, but un- 
aware of the responsibility the outside world 
required. 

I grew up in a normal middle class 
family. I was the youngest of five chil- 
dren. I say normal, but there are many 
depths that go with that term. I was 
always immature; my sense of humor, 
anyway. My friends contributed to that. 
We were all from different backgrounds, 
but we had one thing in common, which 
was each other. We shared dreams to- 
gether and wondered what life would be 
like after high school. 

My family always backed me in every- 
thing I had ever done. Without them I 
would be nothing. They gave me some- 
thing that one can never find within 
themselves, pride. 

My friends and I never thought the 
day would come when we would be forced 
to decide what to do, But it did. Most of 
my friends were pushed to college by 
their parents, and others were forced to 


go to work. I was in between. I could go 
to college, but I still had to work. This 
was fine with me; I knew it wouldn’t be 
easy, but I thought I could handle it. I 
always worked hard, and working for 
something as big as an education would 
be simple, or so I thought. 

My dreams to make a difference and to 
do something with my life were still intact. 
I took the first semester off in order to 
work. It was honorable, and I thought that 
I could be in college in no time. 

The second semester came and went, 
then the third. I just couldn’t come up 
with the funds that I needed to put my- 
self through school. It angered me, and I 
became bitter. I became resentful of 
people who had it easy; kids I knew were 
going to college for nothing, and some 
did not even care. I wanted that. I wanted 
to be in school. 

Although I didn’t know what I wanted 
to do, I felt like I belonged in school. That 
feeling would last me a while, until I got 
into Husson College in Bangor, Maine. I 
had thought that this would be my big 
experience that all my friends were hav- 
ing, partying all the time, making new 
friends. When I would visit other schools it 
seemed so fun, meeting new people from 
around the country who had similar inter- 
ests as me. I was grossly mistaken. 

I had gone to this school purely on a 
whim, and I thought that it would be a 
college life, just like my friend Derek’s in 
Rhode Island, where I frequented. It was 
awful. I hated it from the beginning. I 
didn’t click with anyone there. I finished 
out the semester, and transferred to Sa- 
lem State College. 


Salem was alright, and it was close to 
home so I could commute. After the 
semester I took a construction job for 
the summer that paid pretty well. 
Around the job sites they referred to me 
as “college boy” in a playful manner. 

Was Ia college boy? I didn’t think so, 
but these guys thought I was their 
protégé. They would hassle me, but al- 
ways in a way that made them proud, 
and they showed respect. They wouldn’t 
say those words, but they didn’t have to. 
These guys were doing this to support 
their families and live. I was just a poor 
college student looking for money. 

After the summer, I was ready for my 
next semester of school. To my dismay, 
I found out that my credits weren’t 
being recorded and that Salem was tak- 
ing my money without giving me credit. 
Since I had never before been confronted 
with this situation, I had no idea how to 
handle it. I took on the world by myself. 
They just didn’t care. It didn’t matter 
who I was, or what I was doing to go 
there. I was just a dollar sign to them. I 
tried to explain, but nobody listened. 

So the confident 18 year old suddenly 
became the frightened, unsure-of-his- 
life 22 year old. 1 remember looking 
back to see where I had lost my confi- 
dence, and I couldn’t figure it out. My 
dreams and goals were fading away, and 
there was nothing I could do to catch 
them. My confidence was shot. Time 
was running out. I figured it was over. I 
didn’t know where to go next. I consid- 
ered a career job, but my heart wasn’t 
into it. What happened to the time? 
What do I do? I had no idea. I found 


another job working at a bar. It paid 
well, and I sure could use the money. I 
saved some money, and IJ was 23, run- 
ning out of options. Dreams were accom- 
plishments at this point, and I set my 
mind to not screw around anymore. 

I had enrolled at Northern Essex that 
fall. Fearing more confusion, I made sure 
I knew what I was getting myself into. 
Suddenly, I find myself a 24 year old with 
my dreams reborn. 

I have taken the less-traveled route, 
but have earned everything that I have 
gotten. Most of my friends now have jobs 
in the real world, while I am still study- 
ing for tests. But I have my dignity and 
pride. For putting myself through school, 
and for never giving up. 

It hasn’t been easy, and I think I have 
developed a gray hair or two juggling 
work and school, but I have always done 
what I wanted to do with my life, and 
will continue to. 

I credit my parents for that. They in- 
stilled in me at an early age that I could, 
indeed, do whatever I wanted, I just had to 
work for it. Granted it’s not what it seemed 
like in the brochures, but it is my life now, 
and the ethic of hard work to gain some- 
thing will always be there. 

I will be leaving Northern Essex soon, 
and going on to another school. Not 
because I am being manipulated by the 
school, but because I have earned the 
knowledge to move on. So let this be a 
lesson to those who think it’s too late to 
start over. 

Iam 24, and!I am usually the oldest in 
all of my classes. There may not always 
be money around, but there will always 
be time. 
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@ How to make a boy band: 


Mix pretty boys, pop songs 
and record company money 


BY LON JACKMAN 
Staff Reporter 


who love themselves way more than 

they should and create a pretty boy 
fad that attracts lots ofyoung girls, but who 
don’t realize that their careers last only as 
long as puberty. 

Does the term “boy band” scare you or 
did you finally realize that like many things 
in our world maybe a revolution was occur- 
ring? What I mean is that in life everything 
runs in cycles. So don’t be afraid, and to the 
few that are sad don’t worry, because in 
another ten years a similar version of the 
same old crap will come back around. 

The first real boy band was the Beatles. 
These four boys from Liverpool, England 
that swept the world for about 10 years 
with the wish-wash sounds of bad blues and 
bubble gum chewing opened up a market 
for cute young men to sell their music. 

Then the Rolling Stones followed right 
behind them. Toward the mid-60s, while 
everyone was stoned, another group of 
young men arose from the earthquakes and 
unstable climate of the California coast, 
The Doors, an alternative to the boy band. 
With their basic blues format and a lot of 
LSD induced trances, they helped bring 
their visions to the world through the Viet- 
nam conflict and the hippie movement. 
Even though this group wasn't a bunch of 
posers like the groups of today, they gave an 
alternative to the crap music that was in- 


B oy band: Three or more young men 


stilled from the earlier boy bands; they 
were rebels in their own sense. 

Toward the late 60s, while The Beatles 
were running to an end, the United States 
wanted to keep the ball rolling, so some- 
one started a TV show called “The Monkees.” 
They were similar to the boy bands that 
you see today because they had the pretty 
boy looks and catchy pop songs. The show 
lasted for around four seasons. The young 
girls around the world screamed for them 
just like they do today. Then before you 
knew it, the 60s were over. 

The 70s brought a lot of boy bands such 
as the Jackson 5 and The Osmonds. Their 
music was very popular, as was the corpo- 
rate market for boy bands, until disco 
stopped the trend with a movie called 
“Saturday Night Fever.” The shift from pop 
to disco inspired the world; everyone was 
cutting the rug, but like the boy bands 
their carriers ended just as fast as they 
began. 

The next run of boy bands took shape 
with the New Kids on the Block in the late 
80s. They stuck around until their fans 
became teenagers and realized that 
“Hangin’ Tough” actually wasn’t so 
hardcore after all. They died down just like 
the boy bands of the past. 

Now, as we are pretty much up to date, 
we can look back and see that music comes 
and goes just like fashion does. The boy 
band craze will die down just as fast as it 
came up because it doesn’t take talent to 
be a pretty boy, it just takes the money 
from the record labels to give you a push 
and maybe a pretty boy makeover. 

All I can hope for is the resurrection of 
Curt Cobain so this talentless fad will be 
stopped once again. 
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FAB FOUR: Unlike many boy bands of today, The Beatles were real musicians. 


"X-Men' successfully makes its way from comic book to film 


@ This sci-fi thriller has 
great action, acting and 


special effects 


BY MIKE DOHERTY 
Arts Editor 


he extremely popular comic book 

| the “The X-MEN,” and now fea 

ture film, came out on videocas- 
sette on Nov. 21. 

Patrick Stewart (also know as cap- 
tain Bicard from Star Trek) plays Pro- 
fessor X, the leader of the X-MEN. Pro- 
fessor X runs a university in Maryland 
for mutants. The university helps har- 
ness the mutants’ powers and gives 
them a place to stay. The school is 
home to characters like, Cyclops (James 
Marsden), Storm (Halle Berry), Rogue 
(Anna Paquin) and, everyone's favor- 
ite, Wolverine (Hugh Jackman). 

These X-MEN must prevent Magneto 
(Eric Magnus) from completing his dia- 
bolical plan to make everyone in the 
whole world a mutant with his self- 
made mutant-making machine. 

The machine makes humans evolve 
into mutants by spreading radioactiv- 
ity across the planet. The machine 
cannot work, though, without the 
power of Professor X’s student Rogue. 

Magneto sends his mutant hench- 
men Sabertooth (Tyler Mane), Toad (Ray 
Park, also known as Darth Maul from 
Star Wars) and Mystique (Rebecca 
Romjin-Stamos), to go retrieve Rogue. 

The actor who had the best perfor- 
mance in “The X-MEN” would have to 


be Hugh Jackman as Wolverine. He 
could not have acted out Wolverine 
any better. At first I did not think 
Jackman would cut it as the aggres- 
sive, do-things-my-way X-MEN char- 
acter, but he did a better job then I 
could have imagined. 

Jackman also grows a huge pair of 
pork chop sideburns for the role, 
that really make him look like Wol- 
verine. Another good performance 
was done by Patrick Stewart as Pro- 
fessor X. It seems like Stewart was 
born to play this role because he 
looks exactly like the comic book 
character and has the same person- 
ality. 

This movie has everything that an 
X-MEN comic book fan could want. It 
is jam packed full of action, great 
special effects, and elaborate cos- 
tumes. ; 

Director Bryan Singer does a great 
job making the fight scenes fast 
paced, highflying, and intense. 
Singer really brings the comic book 
to life on thé big screen. 

My one complaint about the film 
is that it could have had more of the 
comic book characters. Singer is go- 
ing to bring out many more charac- 
ters in the upcoming sequels though. 
Some characters that are supposed 
to be in the sequels are Nighcrawler 
and Gambit. 

This movie is definitely worth see- 
ing. Even if you’re not an X-MEN fan 
it will keep your interest. It is one of 
the better sci-fi movies to come out 
in a long time, so go pay your late 
fees at the video store and rent it. 
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@ Student Dance 
Performace is Dec 1-2 


By TIM EATON 
Staff Reporter 


s I sat down outside the Northern 
Essex Dance studio, in the Wellness 
nd Fitness Center, something oc- 
curred to me: Elaine Mawhinney, dance 
director, was going to be a while. 
Everyone around the studio was in what all 
the dancers called “a panic.” Finally, after 
a short wait, I was able to steal a few 
minutes of Mawhinney’s time. But, what 
began as a few minutes soon became a full- 
scale interview. 

Mawhinney is very excited about the 
upcoming dance show on Dec. 1 and 2, at 
7:30 pm in the dance studio. It is titled 
Student Dance Performance and is a show- 
case of mostly student works, which range 
from jazz to modern. Out of about 22 pieces 
for the show, students choreographed 16 of 
them. The other six pieces are profession- 
ally choreographed by instructors or are 
adaptations of famous pieces. 

"Modern dance," Mawhinney said, "is 
free interpretive dance that makes a state- 
ment.” 

Modern combines all aspects of dance, 
including ballet, jazz, and hip-hop, to cre- 
ate a free flowing original piece. 

Where traditional dance, like ballet, de- 
mands a lot of discipline, modern lets any- 
one who wants to dance express himself or 
herself. This style of dance also allows for all 
types of music, whether it be Live or Janet 
Jackson. 

The dance department is made up of 
about 24 dancers, 14 of which are majoring 
in it. They have all put in hours of practice 
preparing for the show, and, judging from 
the hectic scene around me, there was 
more to do. 

“There is just no way to calculate the 
hours put in,” Mawhinney said. 

From weekends, to after school, to into 
the evening, these performers are working 
overtime to perfect the performance. The 
dancers rehearse anywhere they can, after 
losing studio rooms to the child care de- 
partment and fitness rooms. Practice takes 
place in the gym, the hallways, the main 
lobby, and in the last studio space suitable 
for dancing. What the dance department 
needs, like some of the other departments, 
is a stage, but that is another article for 
another issue. 

What was to come next in the interview, 
I had not anticipated. Mawhinney gave me 
a first hand look at some of the perfor- 
mances. Picking pieces off of the program, 
she let me see how the practice was coming 
along and what dances to look out for. 

The first dance was a trio of dancers 
portraying a split in friendship. The two 
males, Mike LaMalfa and Steve MacKinnon, 
begin the dance by showing that they are 
great friends by doing high fives and chest 
bumps, like a couple of basketball or foot- 
ball players. When a girl, Jessica Barry, 
comes between them, animosity between 
the two males grows as they both try to 
impress her. Without giving away too much, 
the two look as though they are willing to 
fight it out. 

The next performer was a soloist by the 
name of the name of Charles Cherisme. 
Cherisme, the third of the three males, has 
been dancing since he was little, but took 
the last five years off. He has returned to 
dance with an impressive piece called “Free- 
dom.” This piece attaches a strong emo- 
tional feeling to the dance. From his selec- 
tion of music, to the chains he uses as a 


performance. 


prop, Charles gives a strong performance. 

“Thave to have a feeling.” Cherisme said. 
With that feeling he has adapted his perfor- 
mance every time he practices it. 

“Freedom” is about a bound man that 
suddenly gains his independence from sla- 
very. The dance consists of a lot of arm 
movements and flowing movements. 
Cherisme does an impressive job of staying 
in his emotion during the dance. He uses 
strong expressions pertinent to the perfor- 
mance. 

Steve MacKinnon choreographed the 
next performance. The dance, entitled "Huck 
Finn Revisited," was along the lines of musi- 
cal theater, and it is about Huck Finn. The 
dance's interesting concept involves the song 
telling the story while the dancers act it out. 
This piece is the only play-like performances 
in the show, letting you in on some of the 
diversity of the program. 

A few other dances I got a glimpse of 
were just as impressive. 

“Journey,” by Churcher deals with the 


PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT: Students and instructors of the dance program practice for their upcoming 


passage into one’s self. With use of a chair 
in this performance, and a very nice lift, 
Churcher has a nice piece coming along. 

Another performance was to the sounds 
of Tori Amos (changed at the last second 
from Nine Inch Nails' “A Perfect Drug,” 
which would have been interesting). Cho- 
reographed by Jessica Barry, it involves 
some intricate partner work and two solos. 
The piece, titled “Stuck on You,” is highly 
dependent on both dancers being at their 
best, since a lot of moves use both perform- 
ers. 

The last dance was piece screened for me 
was by the trio of Erika Romeo, Marielly 
Perez, and Nayris Sanchez. Called “Let’s 
Party,” and backed up by the music of 
Jennifer Lopez, it has the three dancing by 
themselves in a club-like atmosphere. All 
three do their own thing until coming 
together to synchronize their dance. This 
piece was one of many collaborative works 
that Mawhinney likes to call “a dance de- 
mocracy,” where everyone puts their ideas 


together come up with one piece. 

With the limited time I was not able 
to see everything the show had to offer. 
There are still many other performances 
featuring students such as Edara 
Johnson, Yulieth Rodriguez, Vilenky 
Agramonte, and Aurora-Leigh Berube. 
There are also several instructor pro- 
duced works. One instructor perfor- 
mance, by Jacqui Young, was referred to 
as “upbeat” by Elaine and “psychotic” by 
Jessica Barry, and another performance 
is an adaptation by Elaine Mawhinney. 
All should be great. 

So, with the show only about a week 
away, the dancers are under the gun. 

The Student Dance Performance will 
be held Friday, Dec. 1 and Saturday, Dec. 
2 at 7:30 pm Tickets are $4 for students 
and seniors and $5 for the general public. 
They can be bought either in advance or 
at the door. 
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Sagittarius: It's time 
to get organized 


ARIES: (March 21-April 20) 

An unusual opportunity may present itself, which 
may involve public appearances. Loving thoughts are 
expressed to you and these remarks may not be just 
passing pleasantry, but an invitation for something 
deeper. Clear communication can smooth the way. 

TAURUS: (April 21 - May 21) 

If you are feeling tied down by some relationship 
which is draining you, it may be time to declare your 
independence. Make your break in a quiet, but firm 
manner. Check and recheck your money resources, 
and be sure you are doing something to create future 
security. 

GEMINI: (May 22 - June 21) 

There is a wonderful sense of the many possibilities 
life holds in store for you this week. This attitude will 
fill you with optimism and high energy. Those around 
you may be turned off by your manner; remember you 
cannot convince everyone to feel the same way you do. 

CANCER: (June 22 - July 23) 

If you are feeling a bit crowded, it is very important 
to speak up and take time and space for yourself, even 
ifonly temporarily. You may receive news about money, 
the information will not be as positive as you'd like - 
learn not to get attached to expectations. 

LEO: (July 24- August 23) 

You are finding yourself in a rut this week, and it 
will take a bit of effort on your part to get out of it. Try 
something new. You need time to play. It may be best 
to get to the bottom of some emotional upheaval 
before proceeding - logical approach is not satisfactory. 

VIRGO: (August 24 - September 23) 

This week feels like a new lease on life. Do some- 
thing which gets your blood pumping. Physical overex- 
ertion will do you good. You and your mate may 
experience greater attraction for each other if you put 
a little distance between yourselves. Get more input 
before making any moves. 

LIBRA: (September 24 - October 23) 

An emotional upset may leave you feeling rather 
sorry for yourself, but things are really not as bad as 
they may seem right now. Give it all a second chance. 
Find a way to give away items which have lost their 
usefulness, to those who will appreciate them. 

SCORPIO: (October 24 - November 22) 

You are definitely in a good mood. Just be careful 
what you wish for since you just may get it. Treat 
yourself to a luxury you seldom consider. Have pa- 
tience concerning a current project. Your ship will 
come in, and worrying will not hasten the process. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 23 - December 21) 

An organized approach will get the job done. Money 
may come from an unexpected source to help you 
realize your goals. Your lover needs attention now. 
Make sure it is quality time and the two of you discuss 
matters of mutual importance and goals. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 - January 20) 

It may be hard to maintain your optimism - there 
isn’t anything wrong, you are just in a dark, brooding 
mood. Your health, both physical and mental may be 
affected by stress either at home or at work. Make 
necessary changes and accept what you can’t change. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 - February 19) 

Avery generous financial gift may materialize and 
can remove a great deal of worrying. Now you can 
really go after what’s important, and a creative en- 
deavor is at the top of your list. Remove yourself from 
an obligation which takes too much energy with little 
return. 

PISCES: (February 20 - March 20) 

If something has been lost, you are likely to find it. 
Don’t allow your pride to stand in the way of asking 
forgiveness of someone you may have wronged. This 
estrangement may take awhile to patch up, and may 
never be the same. It is a hard lesson to learn. 


By BARBARA POLLETTA 


Features Editor 


opping the best seller’s list, "Open House" by 
Elizabeth Berg makes a great weekend read. Berg, 


who’s known for her realistic portrayal of women, 
has created another character the female reader can 
relate to. 

Samantha’s husband has left her, and she begins 
her fresh start complete with a new job, grief-driven 
shopping sprees at Tiffany’s and the horrors of 
dating again. Humorous thoughts on life, relation- 
ships and even a brooding dislike of Martha Stewart 
lend a comical relief to the subject matter. 

Sam takes boarders into her home in order to 
make the mortgage payments. These characters add 
colorful dialogue and insight into the true character 
of Sam. Slowly she begins to read her true feelings 
and find the person she once was before her mar- 
riage. 

The feelings displayed by this character are accu- 
rate and have a real edge to them. The reader can 
not help but feel her grief, her anger and feelings of 
failure that what was once a certain future is sud- 
denly no more. 


"The Pull of the Moon" and "What We Keep." She 
lives in Massachusetts and frequently conducts book 
tours where she reads from her latest novel. 


EL bi 2°A “Bo Bee: 


BERG 


Between the hard covers of this book is a journey 
that many women make. The anguish of starting 
over and the loss of where to begin are all tangibly 


felt throughout the story. 


Though the book is short and compact, it is an 
engaging story full of mixed-emotions and humor, 
and involves the reader in the journey. 

Berg’s previous novels include "Talk Before Sleep," 
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Men’s basketball falls to national champs 


@ Team fades in 
second half against 
Roxbury 


BY: TRICIA HAMBLET 
Impulse Editor 


he defending Division III Na 

tional Champs, Roxbury 

Community College proved 

to be a tough match for the NECC 
men’s basketball team. 

The Knights went in with a 
game plan, focussing on control- 
ling the boards. Their plan seemed 
to work in the first half of the 
game, but as the game proceeded, 
the Knights record of 3 -1 seemed 
to be inevitably headed to 3 -2. 
Head Coach Darren Stratton said, 
"The first half went very well. We 
executed properly, and weren’t 
rattled. Yet, we were unable to 
sustain Roxbury’s run in the sec- 
ond half.” 

Roxbury entered the second 
half with a three point lead over 
NECC, and the team soared toa 14 
-O run. Missed foul shots and a 
lack of rebounds played a key fac- 


tor in the Knights defeat. The team 
scored only one point in the first 
ten minutes of the second half. 
“Our free throw percentage was 
atrocious. We were 10-25 from the 
free throw line,” said Stratton. 

Despite an unsatisfactory sec- 
ond half of basketball, the Knights 
appeared to have risen to the occa- 
sion in the first half. Tri-captain 
Nate Proulx opened the game with 
two three pointers and was the 
Knights leading scorer with 14 
points. 

Tri-captain Joe Marshall had 11 
points, and freshman Jay Avant 
chipped in with ten points. The 
final score was 71 - 55. 

Although the second half was a 
disappointment for the team, 
Stratton feels reassured that his 
team can compete at a high level. 
“We played with them in the first 
half, so we know it can be done.” 

The Knights are scheduled fora 
rematch at Roxbury, on Jan. 16. 
“We are not going to change much. 
We just need to go into the game 
with confidence. We have nothing 
to lose, and should feel good that 
we have the opportunity to com- 
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CRASH THE BOARDS: Coach Darren Stratton lays out the game plan emphasizing rebounding 


pete against National Champs," 
Stratton said. 

Stratton is going to add two 
new defenses, with the hopes of 
confusing future teams. He feels 
that the presence of center, Erik 


Roaf is key. “We need Erik to stay 
in the game. He is our only big 
guy, and is key to rebounding,” 
said Stratton. 

The Knights have a tough sea- 
son ahead of them and Stratton 


feels that as long as all players 
remain eligible, the team will be 
tough to beat. While beating 
Roxbury was a major goal, the 
team's hope of making Regionals 
is still within reach. 


Racing family founds camp for children 


®@ Camp to benefit 
critically ill chilrden 


By KAREN L. TULLY 
Staff Reporter 


uring a recent press conference, 
D Kyle and Pattie Petty announced 

that they had founded the Victory 
Junction Gang Camp. It will be used as a 
retreat for critically ill children and will 
serve as a living tribute to honor their son 
Adam, who was killed in a tragic racing 
accident while he was practicing for the 
Nascar Busch Series race on May 12, at New 
Hampshire International Speedway. 

The camp, which plans to open in the 
summer of 2004, will be added to the Hole 
in the Wall Gang Camps, founded by actor 
and racer Paul Newman. Newman’s other 
camps are located in Connecticut, Florida, 
New York, California, Ireland, and France. 

The new camp will be located in Level 
Cross, North Carolina. The land for the 


camp was donated by Richard and Linda 
Petty. Richard and Linda are Kyle’s parents 
and Adam’s grandparents. Richard is a 
seven. time Nascar Winston Cup Racing 
Champion. Other contributions include 
$50,000 from the Hole in the Wall Gang 
Camp Fund and $50,000 from the Winston 
Cup Racing Wives Auxiliary. 

There are 235,000 children in the North 
Carolina, South Carolina and Virginia area 
who might benefit from the camp. This was 
indicated by a needs assessment completed 
by the Center for Research on Cronic IIl- 
nesses of the School of Nursing, University 
of North Carolina. The camp will serve 
children in these three states with a full 
time summer camping program and offer 
family weekend retreats throughout the 
year. 

Kyle Petty visited Newman’s Florida camp 
in 1997. He returned with his wife Pattie in 
1998. After seeing the camp Pattie re- 
marked, “We need to bring this kind of 
miracle to the children back home.” 

Their vision really took form after the 


death of their son Adam Petty, when his 


brother Austin chose to spend his summer 


vacation as a lifegaurd and councilor at the 
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HEART ON WHEELS: Kyle Petty’s heart races for critcially ill children. 


Florida camp. Kyle Petty said that the whole 
Petty family became regular visitors to the 
camp in North Carolina. 


Cross country wraps up a productive season 


By MATT MESSELAAR 
Sports Editor 


Te NECC men's and women’s cross- 
country teams closed out their sea 
sons with strong finishes in the re- 
gional and district championship meets. 
Region XXI Cross Country Championship: 
The meet was held at the Community Col- 
lege of Rhode Island, Lincoln, RI. 

The women’s team had four runners 
compete in the small field of seven runners, 
on the 2.9-mile course. The team had strong 
performances by Adria Michitson, who 
placed second ina time of 21:13 and Suzanne 
Dunn who placed fourth in 21:51. 

Michitson, Dunn, Rachel Boland, and 
Chela Wall all made the Region XXI team. 
The field of seven, was the largest women’s 
field ever to compete in the Regional Meet. 


The NECC men were one of three teams 
to field a full team of five runners. They 
placed third in the region with 50 points, 
which was won by the Community College 
of Rhode Island. 

Twenty runners finished the race, with 
three runners from NECC finishing in the 
top ten. Freddy Gibbs finished fifth in 31:05, 
Larry Fowle finished seventh in 31:48, and 
Charlie Silva was eighth in 32:31. Gibbs and 
Fowle made the All-Region team. The top 
seven finishers in the race determine the 
All-Region team. 

Though they ran well, Fowle was ham- 
pered by a sickness that made him dizzy, 
and Gibbs was slowed by a season-long back 
injury. 

NJCAA Eastern Division Championship: 
The meet was held at Sunken Meadow Park, 
Long Island, NY. “It was great that the 


athletes got to run on one of the tradition- 
ally great New York courses.” Said Coach 
Dawn Caputo. 

The women’s course was 5,000 meters, 
and 28 women competed in the race. The 
team had great performances by Adria 
Michitson, Suzanne Dunn, and Rachel 
Boland. 

Michitson made first team All-East with 
a sixth place finish in 23:46. Dunn and 
Boland made second team All-East with an 


’ eighth and 13th place finish. Chela Wall 


finished 19th, to cap off the day for the 
team. 

The men had an equally successful day, 
as the team placed fifth out of 14 teams, and 
beat Regional Champion CCRI. The team 
had strong performances by Freddy Gibbs 
and Larry Fowle. Fowle finished seventh out 
of 85 runners with a time of 29:38. He made 


first team All-East with his seventh place 
finish. 

Gibbs made second team All-East by 
finishing 15th in 29:38. Other strong per- 
formances were given by Charlie Silva(27th), 
Joe Martinez(45th), and Mike Carrozza(51st). 

“We had a fantastic day. Everyone ran 
well.” Said Coach Caputo. 

All of the runners who made the All-East 
team qualified for Nationals, but none of 
them attended. 

The cross-country program had a suc- 
cessful season that included fielding a full 
men’s team and starting a woman’s team. 
The program is looking to build on this 
year’s success, and is hoping to field a full 
woman’s team next year, as well as increase 
the number of runners in the program. 
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Observer crew invades nation's capital 


CAPITOL LETTERS: More than 2,500 college journalists 
and their advisers converged on Washington, DC, Nov. 8- 
12 for the National Media Convention sponsored by the 
Associated College Press and College Media Advisers, Inc. 
Nine student members of the Observer staff—accompanied 
by their adviser, assistant adviser and former adviser— 
attended and took home another national Pacemaker 
award. The award recognized the Observer's excellence in 
the category of newspapers at 2-year colleges. While in the 
nation's capital, the Observer staff took advantage of 
Washington's many historic and educational resources. 


; eee eS == — REMEMBER KOREA: The haunting likeness of a US 
REMEMBER VIETNAM: A small American flag pays tribute to one of the thousands of %, soldier is part of the Korean War monument in Washing- 
soldiers honored on the Vietnam Memorial wall. ton, DC. The Lincoln Memorial is in the background. 


HISTORY TAKES FLIGHT: Observer staff members took time to visit SAY CHEESE: Those who lunch together, stay together. The Observer staff , 
museums, including the Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum. appartently not thrilled about being photographed, bonds over a meal in DC. 
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